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Student Headcount

Data source: California Community College Chancellor's Office (CCCCO) Data Mart Annual/Term Student Count Report

Over the past ten years, student headcount at the College has generally been on a 
downward trend. The decreases that occurred in fall 2020 and 2021 were largely 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which impacted enrollment across the California 
Community College system.
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Student Demographics

Data source: California Community College Chancellor's Office (CCCCO) Data Mart Full-time/Part-time (Unit Load) Status Summary 
Report

The number of full-time students (enrolled in at least 12 semester units) at the College has 
remained relatively consistent over the past ten years, with a notable drop occurring in Fall 
2021, likely as a result of COVID-19's impact on overall enrollment. The "non-credit" and 
"0.1-2.9" unit categories have seen the steepest decline; this may be due to repeatability 
restrictions that were implemented due to the California Code of Regulations on course 
repeatability limits (Title 5 Section 55040), which went into effect in fall 2013. The greatest 
increase the College has observed within this time frame is in the "3.0 to 5.9" unit category.



3

Students by Age Group

Data source: California Community College Chancellor's Office (CCCCO) Data Mart
https://datamart.cccco.edu/Students/Student_Term_Annual_Count.aspx

As Monterey Peninsula College responded to the unexpected public health crisis due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic starting in early 2020, the College has been analyzing pre and 
post-pandemic enrollment trends to help identify actionable insights as it has resumed 
more face-to-face instruction.
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Age Group Trends

Pre-Pandemic (2011-2019) Age Group Trends
Until enrollment dropped in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the College 
had experienced a noticeable increase in enrollment of students age 19 or under 
since Fall 2017. This trend could be due, in part, to MPC’s efforts to expand dual 
enrollment opportunities at high schools in the District through the College and 
Career Access Pathways (CCAP) partnerships.

Enrollment for the age groups between 20 and 29 has been relatively stable during 
the pre-pandemic period while there has been a downward trend for ages 30 and 
above, with a significant decline in enrollment for the ages 40 and above population 
between 2012 and 2014. The sharp decrease in enrollment during this period may 
have been related to a new California Code of Regulations on course repeatability 
limits (Title 5 Section 55040), which went into effect in Fall 2013. This legislation 
change would have affected older adults who repeated enrollments in areas such as 
the arts and physical fitness.

Post-pandemic (2020-present) Age Group Trends
It is notable that the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a significant decrease in 
enrollment of two specific age groups (ages between 20 and 24 and ages 50+) 
compared to pre-pandemic levels. Historically, the majority of the College’s student 
population who take courses for personal development have been older student 
populations, including those vulnerable groups being at a high risk of serious illness 
and death from COVID-19 and those less interested in online learning opportunities.

Notably, the pandemic had a relatively small impact on other age groups: the group 
age 19 or under saw a small decrease in enrollment, and enrollments of students 
between 30 and 49 years old remained consistent compared to pre-pandemic levels. 
While the College certainly cannot pinpoint the main cause for different changes 
in the enrollment trend by age group, it is reasonable to consider the possibility 
that inequitable access to stable internet, financial hardship, health-related issues, 
and the impact of Board Policy 5210 and Administrative Procedure 5210, which 
introduced a vaccination requirement for all students in spring 2022, are among 
many potential factors.
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Students By Educational Goal

Data Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO) MIS Referential Data Files.

The graph and the table, which show students’ self-reported education goals when they applied for admission, 
indicate that the number of degree/transfer seeking students at the College remained stable at approximately 
3,800~4,000 until the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020. Since then, those numbers have decreased by 10% 
each year while the enrollment of students with other education goals had a relatively smaller decrease in 
2020, but maintained a similar level in 2021.

While the degree/transfer seeking student population decreased, adult education/ESL students
and students with undecided goals have been on a slightly upward trend for the past ten years. The students in 
these two categories might not have not defined their long-term education goals yet as the majority of classes 
they take are prerequisites or beginning-level classes, and thus, these students may not have fixed goals 
until they further advance their studies. This trend also reflects the impact of dual enrollment, which started 
in 2017, as younger students (middle and high school students under age 18) often do not have reported 
education goals yet.
The short-term career education student population significantly decreased over the past ten years. The 
sudden, significant decline in enrollment occurred between 2012 and 2014 while the numbers stayed relatively 
steady after 2017. This significant decline in enrollment may have been related to a decrease in MPC’s 
Instructional Service Agreement (ISA) contracts with public safety training agencies.

In addition, the data show that the number of students who took classes for personal development has seen 
a downward trend for the past decade. The numbers decreased notably between 2012 and 2014. As noted in 
the section above regarding the enrollment by age group, the significant drop in enrollment may have been 
caused by a newly implemented regulation limiting course repeatability, enacted in fall 2013, as the new policy 
may have affected older students who enjoyed repeating courses for personal development in areas such as 
the arts, dance, and music.
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Race and Ethnicity

Data source: California Community College Chancellor's Office (CCCCO) Data Mart Annual/Term Student Count Report

Over the past decade, student racial and ethnic diversity at Monterey Peninsula 
College has shifted. Most notably, the data show a 20% increase in Hispanic students 
between 2011 (26%) and 2021 (46%). The composition of other racial and ethnic 
groups has remained relatively consistent with the exception of White students, 
whose population has decreased from 52% (2011) to 34% (2021) though still 
the second largest student group at MPC. Hispanic students became the largest 
population at MPC in 2017. 

The gradual rise in Hispanic students over the past decade prompted MPC to take 
action in order to serve the needs of this growing population, in part, by becoming 
a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) in 2018. The College has received multiple 
federal HSI grants to support the development and implementation of programs and 
services, including the establishment of the Center for Excellence in Transfer, College 
Readiness, and Opportunities (El CENTRO), increased bilingual academic support, 
and offering courses in a bilingual (Spanish/English) format. 
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Race, Ethnicity, and Gender

Data source: California Community College Chancellor's Office (CCCCO) Data Mart Annual/Term Student Count Report

For almost all race/ethnicity groups listed, there is roughly a 50/50 split between 
male- and female-identifying students with the split generally favoring female 
students. The exceptions to this general trend are within the African-American 
and White Non-Hispanic student populations, who have a higher male-to-female 
population. There is generally a small number of students in the unknown gender 
category, except among students of unknown race/ethnicity.



8

Gender/Age/First Generation

Data source: California Community College Chancellor's Office (CCCCO) Data Mart.

Overall, more female students (55%) than male students (42%) enrolled at the 
College in 2021. The portion of female students is higher than the percentage of 
male students in all age groups. Among them, the age group between ages 25 
and 29 had the highest concentration of female students (59%) compared to male 
students (38%) while the ratio between females and males is relatively even, with 
the difference being 3-4% within the age group between 35 and 49.

Data source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO) MIS Referential Data Files.
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First generation college students represented one-third of total students enrolled 
at the College in fall 2021. Among first generation students, Hispanic/Latino 
students accounted for more than two-thirds of the population (71%), followed 
by White (16%) and Asian students (5%). To have systematic support for first 
generation students, the College has focused on increasing financial assistance 
available to students and increased student support through counseling; academic 
support; and programs including the El CENTRO, Umoja, EOPS, the Access 
Resource Center, and
TRIO Student Support Services (SSS).

Data source: California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office Financial Aid Summary Report

Over the past ten years, the number of students (unduplicated headcount) at 
the College who are receiving financial aid has moved in an upward trend. The 
decreases that occurred in Fall 2020 and 2021 were likely due to the decrease in 
enrollment ushered in by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Financial Aid
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Service Area Data

Data sources: 2020 Census, U.S.Census Bureau. Total Population - Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race. &
2020 ACS, U.S. Census Bureau. 2016-2020 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Data Profiles (DP), Table DP05. (Note:
Big Sur was not included in the 2020 Census; therefore, the Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) for Big Sur (93920) in the
American Community Survey (ACS) 2020 was used for the area)

The table above demonstrates the racial/ethnic breakdown of cities within the 
College’s service area. Marina and Seaside are the most racially and ethnically 
diverse cities in the District.
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Data source: 2019 ACS, U.S. Census Bureau. 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Data Profiles (DP), Table 
DP05. (Note: Big Sur was not included in the CDPs or the cities in 2019 ACS, therefore the Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) 
for Big Sur (93920) was used for the area)

MPC Service Area Population by Age Group

MPC Service Area Population by Education Level

Data source: 2019 ACS, U.S. Census Bureau. 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Data Profiles (DP), Table 
DP02. (Note: Big Sur was not included in the CDPs or the cities in 2019 ACS, therefore the Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) 
for Big Sur (93920) was used for the area)

The table above demonstrates educational attainment within the College’s service area. The 
majority of residents fall into the “Bachelor’s Degree or Higher” category. Every city has the 
majority of its residents within the "Bachelor's Degree or Higher" category with the exception 
of Seaside, where the majority of people are within the "HS Graduate or GED" category.
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MPC Service Area Population by Income Status

Data source: 2019 ACS, U.S. Census Bureau. 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Data Profiles (DP), Table 
DP03. (Notes: (1) Percentage of families and people whose income in the past 12 months below the poverty level; (2) Big Sur 
was not included in the CDPs or the cities in 2019 ACS; therefore, the Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) for Big Sur (93920) 
was used for the area; (3) Families with female householder, no spouse present)

The table above demonstrates the low-income status within the College’s service 
area. Sand City and Seaside are the cities with the highest numbers of low-income 
status students within the “All Families” category. Half of the “Families with Single 
Female Parent” within the low income status category live in Seaside.
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Regional Labor Market Data

The Monterey Peninsula College service area includes the cities of Carmel-by-the-
Sea, Del Rey Oaks, Marina, Monterey, Pacific Grove, Sand City, and Seaside; the 
Census Designated Places (CDP) of Carmel Village and Del Monte Forest; and the 
Big Sur region.

Labor Force and Unemployment Rates, 2021

Data source: California Employment Development Department, Labor Market Information Division (Monthly Annual 
Average 2021 - Revised. Data Not Seasonally Adjusted. Released on 3/25/2022). (*Note: The data for Big Sur is not available 
as the area is not included in the CDPs or the cities)

The table shows the monthly labor force and unemployment rate data for the 
cities and the CDPs in MPC’s service area. The city of Del Rey Oaks has the highest 
unemployment rate, but its population is among the smallest. Considering the size 
of their populations, the cities of Seaside, Pacific Grove, Monterey, and Marina 
show higher numbers of unemployed residents.


	FactBookCoverandTrustees
	22-23_FactBook
	Student Headcount
	Student Demographics
	Students by Age Group
	Age Group Trends
	Pre-Pandemic (2011-2019) Age Group Trends
	Post-pandemic (2020-present) Age Group Trends

	Students By Educational Goal
	Race and Ethnicity
	Race, Ethnicity, and Gender
	Gender/Age/First Generation
	Financial Aid

	Service Area Data
	MPC Service Area Population by Age Group
	MPC Service Area Population by Education Level
	MPC Service Area Population by Income Status

	Regional Labor Market Data
	Labor Force and Unemployment Rates, 2021



