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Whereas, according to the US Census Bureau, there are over 28% Spanish-speaking residents in California, and
over 48% Spanish-speaking residents in Monterey County; and

Whereas, 72.8% of California voters and 76% of Monterey County voters voted in favor of CA Proposition 58 -
Repeal English-Only Education, which repealed most of Proposition 227 - English in Public Schools Initiative
(1998) thus effectively endorsing non-English languages to be used for public education instruction; and

Whereas, according to the Chancellor’s Office Data Mart, the number of Hispanic students at MPC has doubled
since 2000, and while Hispanics are the fastest growing group by ethnicity among MPC’s student population,
they remain among the most educationally disadvantaged groups in Monterey County, according to U.S.
Census Bureau 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; and

Whereas, MPC is a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) whose purpose is to expand educational opportunities for
and improve the academic attainment of Hispanic students, and to expand and enhance the academic
offerings, program quality, and institutional stability of the colleges and universities that enroll the majority of
Hispanic students; and

Whereas, “courses taught in Spanish” is a need indicated under the theme “Curriculum/Scheduling/Programs”
in the key findings of the Strategic Planning Survey from the MPC Educational Master Plan 2020-2025. The
theme “Curriculum/Scheduling/Programs” was mentioned 64 times in a strategic planning survey sent out to
stakeholder groups; and

Whereas, “Milestones and Outcomes” in the MPC HSI Project Narrative includes the goals of “Expanded
learning support for Hispanic and underserved students that promote and accelerate transfer, Increase the
number of Hispanic and all students who complete degrees and transfer from MPC, and Begin preparing
students to enter careers as bilingual teachers;” and

Whereas local health professionals have reached out to MPC’s Spanish Department Chair expressing the need for
more employees in the field with Spanish language skills in order to be able to provide high-quality, culturally
sensitive services to all patients; and

Whereas, according to data gathered by the McKinsey Global Institute, jobs of translators and interpreters in
the United States grew by 268% during the COVID-19 pandemic (from March 18, 2020 to April 16, 2020), and
the global language services market has doubled in size, reaching 49.6 billion U.S. dollars in 2019 (Statista);
and

Whereas, research by Collier and Thomas shows that students can benefit cognitively, socially, and
academically from instruction in two languages, also known as dual language immersion. In particular, two-way
bilingual immersion education has been shown to reduce the Latino Achievement Gap; and

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Monterey%20county%20California%20language%20spoken%20at%20home&tid=ACSST1Y2019.S1601&hidePreview=false
https://www.nytimes.com/elections/2016/results/california-ballot-measure-58-repeal-english-only-ed
https://www.nytimes.com/elections/2016/results/california-ballot-measure-58-repeal-english-only-ed
https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_227,_Require_English_Instruction_in_Public_Schools_Initiative_(June_1998)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yt23hUVk7PBjIxCIJMiGyi8T2rOOe_QXW0DBZOBgGgc/edit
https://www.mpc.edu/about-mpc/campus-information/hispanic-serving-institution/about-hsi/-fsiteid-1
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/mpc/Board.nsf/files/BJLSXW74D733/$file/12-11-19%20EDMasterPlan%20(Board%201st%20Read).pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UPyVY2hbukGkOKdxfG9iXaAXInCwNn-i/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RvUpRZUdCFed8Xl0rBI7fIMYl0v_tnr4pndk-E8dRe0/edit
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-jobs-monitoring-the-us-impact-on-people-and-places
https://www.statista.com/statistics/257656/size-of-the-global-language-services-market/
https://www.mville.edu/sites/default/files/Dept-School%20of%20Education/Collier__Thomas_-Effectiveness_of_Dual_Language.pdf
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Whereas, according to a Pew Research survey, “Fully 87% of Hispanics believe Hispanic immigrants need to
learn English to succeed in the U.S; at the same time, nearly all (95%) Hispanic adults believe it is important for
future generations of Hispanics in the U.S. to be able to speak Spanish;” and MPC students have expressed the
desire to take classes offered in Spanish, additionally indicating that the requirement to take an ENSL course is
a form of labelling;

Resolved, MPC’s Academic Senate supports the Chancellor's Office request for a review of its current Legal
Opinion O 06-10 “Provision of Instruction in Languages Other Than English”; and

Resolved, MPC’s Academic Senate vows to work within the ASCCC’s resolution process to determine the
feasibility, systemwide impact, and support for a statewide resolution to increase access to bilingual
instruction in the California Community College System; and

Resolved, MPC’s Academic Senate supports ongoing efforts to meet campus and community needs regarding
courses taught in Spanish across the curriculum as noted in the MPC Educational Master Plan Strategic
Planning Survey; and

Resolved, MPC’s Academic Senate supports offering more courses in Spanish, including utilizing current HSI
grant funding to support variable enrollment in and increased access to these courses, as a means of
improving retention and success for all MPC students; and

Resolved, MPC’s Academic Senate urges changes to existing legislation, as necessary, in order to expand
access to bilingual instruction and eliminate existing English language proficiency requirements that may be
barriers to participation in bilingual instruction; and

Resolved, MPC’s Academic Senate supports ongoing discussions about how the campus can deliver culturally
relevant teaching, curriculum, counseling, and programming, including Flex Day activities and other
opportunities for providing all colleagues the tools and skills to better support MPC’s diverse student
population.

Additional Resources

MPC’s Educational Master Plan 2020-2025

Tara J. Yosso’s: “Whose Culture Has Capital? A Critical Race Theory Discussion of Community Cultural Wealth”

María Carreira’s “Spanish-for-native-speaker Matters: Narrowing the Latino Achievement Gap through Spanish
Language Instruction”

Information on Dual Language Programs:

● Video by Dr. Kim Potowski “Language and Identity in a Dual Immersion School”

● Collier and Thomas’s “The Astounding Effectiveness of Dual Language Education for All”

https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2012/04/04/iv-language-use-among-latinos/
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/mpc/Board.nsf/files/BJLSXW74D733/$file/12-11-19%20EDMasterPlan%20(Board%201st%20Read).pdf
https://www.iirp.edu/images/pdf/AvNtDE_EDUC_701_-_Yossos_Community_Cultural_Wealth_Model.pdf
https://international.ucla.edu/media/files/m_crr_hlj_5_1.pdf
https://international.ucla.edu/media/files/m_crr_hlj_5_1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smbw_3Vk58c&t=381s
https://www.mville.edu/sites/default/files/Dept-School%20of%20Education/Collier__Thomas_-Effectiveness_of_Dual_Language.pdf
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○ Additional Resources from Collier and Thomas

● Heritage Spanish Website

● Dual Language Amigos School: “How a School Puts Culturally Responsive Teaching Into Practice”

BBC Article: “The Amazing Benefits of Being Bilingual”

American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Article: “Bilingual Education: Reviving and American Tradition”

Poverty and Race Research Action Council (PRRAC) Article: “Language as Oppression: The English-Only
Movement in the United States”

The Nation Article: “Why California Needs to Take Bilingualism Seriously: Language Rights, Immigration, and
Identity Formation Are Intrinsically Linked.”

“Colorado State University - Pueblo: Building a Program to Serve all Students”

Global California 2030 Report

Prop 58 Arguments and Rebuttals

“California Voters Overturn English-Only Instruction Law”

“Five Culturally Responsive Teaching Strategies”

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Article: “Making Languages Our Business.
Addressing Foreign Language Demand among U.S. Employers”

New American Economy Article: “Not Lost in Translation: U.S. Jobs Market Needs Foreign Language Skills”

Statista Data: “Market Size of the Global Language Services Industry from 2009 to 2021”

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: “Interpreters and Translators”

https://www.thomasandcollier.com/
https://heritagespanish.coerll.utexas.edu/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-school-puts-culturally-responsive-teaching-practice
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20160811-the-amazing-benefits-of-being-bilingual
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2015/goldenberg_wagner
https://www.prrac.org/newsletters/mayjun2005.pdf
https://www.prrac.org/newsletters/mayjun2005.pdf
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/california-needs-take-bilingualism-seriously/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/california-needs-take-bilingualism-seriously/
https://nhlrc.ucla.edu/nhlrc/article/205552
https://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/documents/globalca2030report.pdf
https://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2016/general/en/pdf/58-arg-rebuttals.pdf
https://hechingerreport.org/california-voters-poised-gut-english-instruction-law/
https://www.northeastern.edu/graduate/blog/culturally-responsive-teaching-strategies/
https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/MakingLanguagesOurBusiness_FullReport.pdf
https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/MakingLanguagesOurBusiness_FullReport.pdf
https://research.newamericaneconomy.org/report/not-lost-in-translation-the-growing-importance-of-foreign-language-skills-in-the-u-s-job-market/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/257656/size-of-the-global-language-services-market/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/interpreters-and-translators.htm

